
Stat 61S: Probability & Mathematical Statistics
Swarthmore College, Fall 2015

Section Meeting Time Room Instructor Office email
01 MWF 10:30-11:20 SC 181 Phil Everson SC 141 peverso1

Office Hours: Wednesday 2-4, Thursday 1-4 or by appointment.
Stat Clinics: Tuesday & Wednesday, 7-10pm in SC 145.

Text: Mathematical Statistics and Data Analysis (3rd edition) by John A. Rice.

Course description: The goal of this course is to cover enough probability theory to facilitate
learning about the basic classical statistical techniques: z and t tests and confidence intervals,
Chi-square tests, and the basics of linear regression and analysis of variance (ANOVA). Many un-
dergraduate probability and statistics sequences spend one semester on probability and one semester
on statistics. While we do have a second semester course (Stat 111) many students do not wish
to devote an entire year to these topics. Spending one semester focussing entirely on probability
may leave these students with little or no understanding of statistical inference and its connection
to probability. In Stat 61 we will work through Chapters 1 and 2 of Rice in detail, and parts of
Chapters 3-14. Stat 111 will use the same text and go into more detail on many of these same
topics. I will use email rather than a moodle site to send out announcements and assignments for
Stat 61S. I will also be emailing you class notes before each class. Past students have found it
very useful to go over these notes before class, and to print them out to have with you during class.

Accommodations: If you believe that you need accommodations for a disability, please con-
tact Leslie Hempling in the Office of Student Disability Services, located in Parrish 130, or e-mail
lhempli1 to set up an appointment to discuss your needs and the process for requesting accom-
modations. Leslie Hempling is responsible for reviewing and approving disability-related accom-
modation requests and, as appropriate, she will issue students with documented disabilities an
Accommodation Authorization Letter. Since accommodations may require early planning and are
not retroactive, please contact her as soon as possible. For details about the Student Disabilities
Service and the accommodations process, visit http://www.swarthmore.edu/x7687.xml.



Grading: Final grades will be based on your total score, with the homework worth 35%, the two
midterms 20% each, and the final worth 25%.

Midterm 1: Wednesday, Oct. 7 at 7:45 pm in SC 183.

Midterm 2: Monday, Nov. 23 at 7:45 pm in the SC 183.

Take-Home Final: You may choose a three-day period during finals (Dec. 11 - 19).

Homework: There will be weekly homework assignments due on Fridays by 2:00 pm. Home-
work is worth 35% of your grade, so take it seriously! You may work together with other students,
but your write-up must be your own. Be sure to show enough work to convince the grader you un-
derstand the problem. A correct answer without an adequate explanation may not yield full credit.
Office hours and stat clinic are intended as a time to help you make progress on problems you are
struggling with, but you are encouraged to meet with me even if you are not having problems.


